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Dear Antioch Church, 

I cannot wait to celebrate Christmas with you. I look forward to the music, the 

singing and the laughter and joy that only come this time of year. Be intentional about 

loving the ones around you and the ones who are alone this Christmas season. I pray 

that this season of Advent brings you closer to our Savior.  

6 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 

shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.  7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with 

justice and righteousness from that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord 

Almighty will accomplish this.” Isaiah 9:6-7 

One last thought. I want to thank you for the generous money gift that you 

blessed me with on Pastor Appreciation Sunday. Your generosity is much appreciated. I 

am blessed to be a part of this family. Have you considered a year gift to the church? 

Your gift is needed. The church is running a small deficit and it would be great if we 

were in the black at the end of the year. 

I would like to get to know everybody a little bit more. Maybe ask me out for 

coffee, breakfast, etc. or get several members together just to ask me questions. I 

would also like to know from each of you how you feel about your church and maybe 

some ways to make it better. 

 

God bless you and everything you do for the Lord, 

 

Pastor Keith 
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Adopt – A – Family 
Once again, Circle 1 will Adopt-A-

Family in December. 
A special family in our community has 

been chosen for our adopted family. 
The family consists of a single mom 

and 5 children. There will be sizes and 
gift ideas on tags on the tree in the 
Narthex.  Please have gifts to the 

church by December 22nd - the gifts 
will be delivered to the family that day. 
Please help us and give generously as 
we help this family during the holiday 

season. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Altar Flowers 
1 The Strobel Family 
8 Mike & Darlene Winfield 
15 Michelle & Hudson Winfield 
22 Chuck & Bonnie Morton 
29 Hayes & Mickey Johnston 
 

Ushers 
Darlene Winfield Michelle Winfield 
Jim Stukenborg  Floyd Millikin 

 
Greeters 
Steve and Sally Keener 

 
Monthly Hospitality Snacks 
1 Sheila Isaacs 
8 Jane Francis 
15 Sally Keener 
22 Mary Ann Puterbaugh 
29 Pat Lyons 
 

Coffee 
1 Chuck & Bonnie Morton 
8 Chuck & Bonnie Morton 
15 Carol Keck 
22 Linda Baker 
29 Arlene Haeseker 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
*Please sign up for 2020 altar flowers on the new 

flower calendar in the Narthex.  
 
Ushers 
Ed Durst, Scott Francis,  
Chuck Craynon, Waid Lyons 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Thanks! to everyone for their hard work 
assembling kits and shoe boxes during these last 
few months.  We assembled 17 health kits for the 
Festival of Sharing and 43 shoe boxes for 
Samaritan's Purse Christmas Child.  Also, many 
thanks for the donations of school supplies and 
gently used clothing for the 
Native Americans on the 
reservations and the 
monetary donation from the 
Women's Circle towards the 
truck rental /gas to help with the 
delivery of the items. Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated!! 

 

 

 

 



A Note from our Music Director: 

As your choir director and bell choir 

director, I want to remind you that 

there is not a bad time to join us! 

There are positions open in both choirs 

and we will be glad to have you. Think 

about it. Act on it! You’ll be glad you 

did!  

 

 

Women’s Circle Meeting 
The December Women’s Circle will be meeting on 

Monday, Dec. 2, 2019 at 

10:30am. Nancy Grimes will 

be presenting the program. 

A Christmas lunch in the 

social room will follow the 

meeting. The January meeting is scheduled for 

January 6, 2020 at 10:30am. Bonnie Morton will be 

presenting the program.  

All ladies are invited to come and join us! 

 

The volunteers who 

prepare Christmas 

baskets will meet on 

Wednesday, December 

11, 2019 at 9:00am to 

prepare and deliver the 

baskets to our shut-ins and friends of 

Antioch. 

 

Country Fair 
This year’s Country Fair was very successful!  The 
success goes to everyone that worked so hard, and those 
that joined us for dinner.  
We want to thank all who made peanut brittle, breads and 
candies for our Country Store as well as everyone who 
made delicious salads, pies, and cakes for the dinner. We 
especially appreciate all of the people who so willingly 
gave of their time and volunteered to work - especially the 
ones who worked the entire evening. Here are the totals 
from the night: 
Country store: $247 
Dinner: $1172 
Ice Cream: $1.00 
Total: $1420 
Congratulations to everyone for making this another 
successful Country Fair. 
   Thank you, The Circle 
 

~Thanks to all who showed up to help 
decorate our church and 
prepare us for the Advent 
Season. Every year, we put 
these items out and 
memories are stirred within 
our hearts.  Items are used 
in different ways and each year the church is 
beautiful, yet we remember those who 
supported our church from years past. 
Indeed, it is a time to be grateful for such a 
beautiful building, which we can decorate and 
worship within. 
 
~ Thank you to everyone who will be helping to 
make our Christmas Eve service a very special 
night. We will be worshipping the Lord in a 
very special way. Without the special music 
and a message that is given in a fresh way each 
year, we would not have the joy in our heart 
when we leave the church.

Rummage Sale 
The Circle had a very successful Rummage Sale. We had lots of new and nearly new items. 

We want to thank all the people that donated items. Thank you also to all the people that 
worked to make this Sale so great. Special thanks to Glenn and Mary Ann Puterbaugh who so 

faithfully put out the signs in the community for all our church special events! 
      Thank You! The Circle 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for all of your donations to the Blessing 
Box during the month of November. Please 
continue to support this community outreach. The 
following are some suggested items you may 
donate for the Blessing Box: 
 
Ramen Noodles  Crackers of all kinds 
Bibles/books   Trash bags-all sizes 
Diapers/wipes  Band aids/bandages 
Gloves/hats   First aid tape 
Small coats   Neosporin 
Toothbrushes   Peanut butter 
Toilet paper   Paper towels 
Nutella   Hamburger Helper 
Oatmeal/Cream of Wheat Hot chocolate packets 
Individual boxes of cereal Breakfast bars 
Pop tarts/Toastems  Individual Kleenex  
     packets 
Spaghetti/Macaroni/Noodles 
Boxes of Macaroni and Cheese dinners 
Dry soup mixes/gravy mixes/etc. 
Wash cloths/hand towels 
Cough drops   Cotton Swabs 
Men’s/ladies deodorants Boxed potatoes 
Razors    Snack Crackers 
Light bulbs   Liquid detergents 
Bars of soap       (no powdered) 
Crayons/tape  

 
Monthly requested items: 
December: Paper products 
January: Soup & Crackers 
   
 

This cake was served at the “Let’s 
Eat- A Community Celebration.” 
Everyone just loved it and many 
asked for the recipe so here it is. 

(submitted by Pat Lyons) 

Chocolate Zucchini Cake 
 
1 cup brown sugar 
½ cup granulated sugar 
½ cup butter or margarine 
½ cup vegetable oil 
3 eggs 
1 tsp. vanilla 
½ cup buttermilk 
2 ½ cups all-purpose flour 
½ tsp. allspice 
½ tsp. cinnamon 
½ tsp. salt 
2 tsp. baking soda 
4 Tbsp. cocoa powder 
3 cups grated zucchini (fresh or frozen) 
1 cup semisweet chocolate chips 
 
This recipe takes several ingredients, but is 
a rich, moist, chocolate cake you are sure to 
enjoy. You may bake this in a 9 x 13 pan or 
a bundt cake pan. 
 
Cream together sugars and margarine. Add 
oil, eggs, vanilla, and buttermilk. Sift 
together dry ingredients, and add to cake 
mixture. Beat until well blended. Add 
zucchini to cake mixture. Pour into greased 
and floured 9 x 13 baking pan or a bundt 
cake pan. Sprinkle chocolate chips on top. 
Bake at 325 degrees for about 45 minutes 
or until toothpick comes out clean. Serve 
with just a spoon of whipped cream, no 
icing necessary.  
 
 
 
 



A UMC.org devotion by Joe Iovino* 
Note: This is the first in a series of Advent devotions called, “Make Room for Christmas.” 
The light was in the world, and the world came into being through the light, but the world didn’t 
recognize the light. The light came to his own people, and his own people didn’t welcome him. But those 
who did welcome him, those who believed in his name, he authorized to become God’s children.      –John 
1:10-12 CEB 
Christmas is a time of welcome! 
The Christmas celebration Las Posadas comes from the Hispanic traditions of Latin American countries, 
especially Mexico. It dates back to the 16th century. 
Every evening from December 16-23, with a special service on Christmas Eve, those celebrating Las 
Posadas travel together to a predetermined place where they knock on the door of a darkened home to 
begin a liturgy. 
The community gathered outside asks for lodging in the voice of Joseph. “We have come exhausted from 
Nazareth,” the United Methodist Book of Worship reads. 
The people inside give a rational response, “We do not give lodging to strangers.” 
Readings from Scripture follow until the people inside the home turn on the lights and invite the travelers 
to come inside. “Lodging we will give you with much happiness,” they say, “enter, good Joseph; enter with 
Mary.” When everyone is inside, it is time to celebrate! 
Making room for Jesus includes making room for our neighbors. Jesus taught that what we do for others, 
we also do for him. 
What rituals will you go through to prepare for Christmas? How will you make room in your life in the 
days ahead? How will you reach out in love and service to your neighbors around the corner and around 
with world? 
How will you make room for others this Christmas? 
Prayer: O God, open my eyes to see those with whom I can share your love this week. Amen. 
 
 
A UMC.org devotion by Joe Iovino* 
Note: This is the second in a series of Advent devotions called, “Make Room for Christmas.” 
Mary said, “With all my heart I glorify the Lord! ...He has shown strength with his arm. He has scattered 
those with arrogant thoughts and proud inclinations. He has pulled the powerful down from their thrones 
and lifted up the lowly. He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty-handed.”  
—Luke 1:46, 51-53 CEB 
At Christmas, we can lose focus on what is most important, thinking more about what we want than what 
we already have in Christ. 
In the United States this year, Amazon.com released its first-ever, print, toy catalog for Christmas. It even 
included stickers to help family members highlight the items they most want this year. 
We sometimes come to Christmas from a place of lack. We ask our kids what they want for Christmas and 
make wish lists of our own. We worry about having enough money to get everyone the gifts we’ve 
imagined they so desperately want. 
We do all of this in celebration of the birth of Jesus, who had nearly nothing—not even a proper place to 
be born. Yet we proclaim this child to be King of Kings and Lord of Lords. Clearly there is more to 
Christmas than the gifts we exchange. It is the gift we receive in Christ. 
The baby with “nothing” is the hope for the world. 
What do you want for Christmas? Where do you sense lack? How will you refocus your attention on the 
hope found in Jesus Christ? 
How will you make room for hope this Christmas? 
Prayer: O God, refocus me on the hope I already have in Christ. Amen. 
 
 
 



A UMC.org devotion by Joe Iovino* 
Note: This is the third in a series of Advent devotions called, “Make Room for Christmas.” 
Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. The Lord’s angel stood before 
them, the Lord’s glory shone around them, and they were terrified. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid! Look! 
I bring good news to you—wonderful, joyous news for all people. Your savior is born today in David’s 
city. He is Christ the Lord.        —Luke 2:8-11 CEB 
Christmas is busy! There is so much to do! 
The decorating needs to be done. We need to prepare for the arrival of guests. You may be expected to 
attend the company Christmas party with your spouse. The kids’ pageants at the church are coming up. 
Shopping and baking still needs to get done. We wonder every year how we’re going to fit it all in. 
But it’s not this way only at Christmas time. Some of us live similarly the other 11 months of the year also. 
We expend so much energy going from here to there, accomplishing to-do list item A through to-do list 
item Z with little room to pause and ponder. 
Maybe that’s one of the reasons the shepherds were the first to hear about the birth of Jesus. They were 
“living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night.” It must have been quieter with their flocks than it was 
with the crowds in town who’d arrived for the census. 
In the midst of our busyness at Christmas and other times throughout the year, we need to take time for 
wonder, awe and peace. 
Have you been busy as you prepare for Christmas? How will you take time to go out to the fields and look 
up into the sky? How will you pause, process and give thanks for all that God is doing in and for you? 
How will you make room for peace this Christmas? 
Prayer: O God, slow me down so that I might experience the wonder, awe and peace of Christmas. Amen. 
 
 
A UMC.org devotion by Joe Iovino* 
Note: This is the fourth in a series of Advent devotions called, “Make Room for Christmas.” 
Since Joseph belonged to David’s house and family line, he went up from the city of Nazareth in Galilee to 
David’s city, called Bethlehem, in Judea. He went to be enrolled together with Mary, who was promised to 
him in marriage and who was pregnant. 
—Luke 2:4-5 CEB 
As Mary and Joseph traveled to his hometown, many of us go home for Christmas as well. We journey 
near and far to gather with family and friends, some of whom we may not see at any other time of year. 
For infrequent travelers, the idea of getting on an airplane or packing the car can seem overwhelming. 
Where is that suitcase? Is this too big to be a carry-on? Do we have everything the kids will need? How 
will we travel with the gifts we’ll give and later return with the ones we’ll receive? 
Many will over pack, only to realize later we didn’t need to take everything with us. 
In our everyday lives, we can also carry a lot of negative, emotional “baggage.” Anger about that event 
long ago still travels with us. Hurt from a difficult relationship seems always nearby. Internal struggles 
about money, time, and other resources are held onto. We need to pack lighter. 
When we carry too much, we hinder our ability to receive. Our hands must be empty to embrace the joy 
of Christ, to receive the love from our neighbors, friends and family. 
Do you tend to over pack? What might you leave behind? What good things have you missed because you 
were clutching onto something else? What negativity do you need to release? 
How will you make room for joy this Christmas? 
Prayer: O God, grant me the strength and courage to carry less “baggage” this Christmas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A UMC.org devotion by Joe Iovino* 
Note: This is the fifth in a series of Advent devotions called, “Make Room for Christmas.” 
A voice is crying out:  “Clear the Lord’s way in the desert! Make a level highway in the wilderness for our 
God! Every valley will be raised up, and every mountain and hill will be flattened. Uneven ground will 
become level, and rough terrain a valley plain. The Lord’s glory will appear, and all humanity will see it 
together; the Lord’s mouth has commanded it.”  —Isaiah 40:3-5, CEB 
While preparing for Christmas, many of us move things around to make room. 
The furniture is rearranged to make a place for the Christmas tree. Knick-knacks on a hearth or living 
room table are cleared to accommodate the nativity set. Wall hangings are shuffled to provide a spot to 
display the Christmas cards we receive. 
The contents of the pantry, refrigerator and freezer are consolidated so there will be room for ingredients 
and special Christmas food. We clean out the extra bedroom to offer our guests. We may even prune some 
trees in the yard and clean the gutters to make space for Christmas decorations. 
Advent is a time when we are comfortable moving things around to make room in our homes for 
Christmas. 
This makes sense. Christmas is about the birth of a child, and every parent knows what it is like to 
lovingly prepare their homes for the day the child arrives and changes their lives. 
How will things be moved around in your home this Christmas? What 
needs to be rearranged in your life to make room for the Christ child? 
What changes will you make to carry Christ with you every day? 
How will you make room for love this Christmas? 
Prayer: O God, show me how I can share the hope, peace, joy and love of 
Christmas with others. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank You notes from Cindy Millikin-Tynes: 

~Just a short note to let you know the care packages you sent arrived safely 
and were put out on our care package table to provide an uplift for our air force 
members.  It is turning out to be a very dry, windy, and hot summer and your 
treats will help alleviate some of the dreariness of this austere 
environment.  Thank-you so much for your hard work on our behalf.  

Kind Regards, 
Darryl Lewis 
Postal Officer 
405 EFSF / IAP RMS 
Bagram Airfield 

 
~Good Morning Cindy: 
Here is our wish list with special requests if you come across these items:   
  
Men's Dove care items - shampoo, bar soap, body wash, deodorant 
Regular Dove products – popular with the female members 
Beef Jerky    Keurig coffee pods 
Planters or Kirkland nuts products Storage baggies 
Protein powder    Kind Bars 
Kirkland white cotton socks 
Multi vitamins capsules 
Natural Baby wipes 
Uno & Phase 10 playing cards 
Kleenex brand tissue individual or full size 

Thank-you for so much for always taking care of us through the years.  
Kind Regards, 
Darryl Lewis 

405 EFSF / IAP RMS 



Come Experience the 
Transforming Love of God With 

Us.......  

Sunday School 9:45 a.m.  
Worship Celebration 11:00 a.m. 
Christmas Eve Service 7:00p.m. 
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Antioch United Methodist Church  
10301 Wolf Creek Pike 
Trotwood, Ohio 45426-4259  

 (937) 837-6348 

Pastor Keith Smallenbarger: cell (937) 510-5549 
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