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Dear Antioch Church, 

I think we might be coming to an end maybe, who knows. The Bishop is suggesting that the churches can start 
meeting together on May 24. I am sure we will be practicing social distancing when we do meet, wearing masks and NO 
hugging or shaking hands. If you are in a risk group, I do not want you to take the risk. We will still do Facebook live, but 
if that is not working for you let me know. We want to keep you informed. Facebook will be a good source for info and 
the “One-Call”. 

Speaking of Facebook, did you know that I am doing a daily devotional at noon on Facebook? Stop by and check 
it out sometime. 

Do What You Can Do! 

Adapted from the resource My Time with God - by Joyce Meyer 

I recently started walking for exercise, and after about ten days I was up to three miles a day. A few more days 
went by and I started having pain in a groin muscle. It got so bad that I could only walk about three-quarters of a mile. I 
was tempted to quit altogether because I wasn’t where I wanted to be yet, and I started thinking that walking that small 
amount wouldn’t do any good. But I was wrong! By doing the little I could do, I eventually worked up to five miles a day.  

If you can’t exercise three days a week, but you can exercise one day, then start with that and see what 
happens. You may find that doing what you can do is an open door to eventually being able to do what you can’t do 
now! If you can’t study the Bible an hour every day, but you can do 10-15 minutes, then start with what you can do and 
watch it grow.  

Many people never get started with the things they want to do because they want to start at the finish line. If 
you never get started in the right direction, you will never get to where you want to be. My philosophy is this: “I may not 
be able to do everything, but I refuse to do nothing!”  

Prayer Starter: Father, please help me to see the value in doing things that seem small, and not to get 
discouraged when things take longer than I wanted or expected. Thank You for the strength to take baby steps of faith, 
and for bringing me one step at a time from where I am to where I need to be. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  

 

I would like to get to know everybody a little bit more. Maybe ask me out for coffee, breakfast, etc. or get 
several members together just to ask me questions. I would also like to know from each of you how you feel about your 
church and maybe some ways to make it better. 

 

God bless you in 2020, 

Pastor Keith 

https://joycemeyer.org/mytimewithgoddevo


 
 
 

Flowers 
3 Adam & Sally Mintz 
10 Shirley Osswald 
17  Glenn & Mary Ann Puterbaugh 
24 The Strobel Family 
31 Hayes & Mickey Johnston 
 

Blessing Box 

The Blessing Box continues to be a blessing to those in 
need. Your generosity helps to keep it stocked. Items that 

are always in need: 
Canned soup/canned vegetables 

Cereal 
Spaghetti sauce/spaghetti 

Toothpaste 
Shampoo/bar soap 

Paper towels/toilet paper 
Macaroni/cheese 

Peanut butter 
 

A message from Cindy Millikin 
We have a large group out of Piqua who are stuck in the 
states for 50 days and need our help.  They are in need 
of hand soap (they have enough hand sanitizer, just not 

any soap!) and Frisbees, playing cards, anything to 
entertain them.   They plan to go overseas by the end of 

May so we’ll need to get these things and mail them 
ASAP.  Then they will be stationed overseas and we still 

plan to support them however we can. We’ll keep in 
communication and see what their needs are once they 

get overseas. Thanks for ay help you can give our 
heroes!! 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Peanuts cartoons are included this month to remind 
us that things will get better and hopefully give you a 
smile. These are taken from an email from Emerson 

Keck. 
You might like to recall... October 3, 1950 “Peanuts” first 

debuted in seven newspapers under the United 
Features Syndicate. Developed by Charles M. Schulz, 

who was raised Lutheran in Minneapolis and Saint Paul, 
Minnesota, “Peanuts” ran for nearly 50 years and was 
published in 2,600 newspapers, 75 countries and 21 

languages. 
 



A message from the Bishop: 

 

Projected Date for Return to Public Church 

 Greetings in the name of Jesus the Risen Christ.  

I promised you that by May 4 I would share my guidance and encouragement about what I have 
come to refer to as Return to Public Church. By that, I mean the when and the how of our 
gathering for worship, Bible study, small groups and meetings in alignment with the clear 
guidance of state and federal leadership. Gov. Mike DeWine's briefing today was helpful and 
needed. In the special edition of NewsNet that you will receive, we will post the guidelines for 
returning appropriate to our mission and ministry. They are going through a final check now to 
make sure they are consonant with the guidance coming from the State of Ohio. When our 
guidelines are posted, please read them carefully and implement them with seriousness and 
intentionality. We have come so far by our shared commitment and sacrifice. The last thing we 
want is to take any steps backward. And remember: this will be a phased-in return in terms of 
size of groups and activities. Make no mistake; we will be doing some old things in new ways, 
and we will not be doing some things at all.  

I am now asking you to project May 24 as the Sunday to start up again, according to the 
guidelines. This gives all of us several more weeks of prep time to deep clean, acquire supplies, 
publicize and so forth. May 24 is a day of special significance for United Methodists. We call it 
Aldersgate Day. For us, it is an opportunity to remember one of the founders of our movement 
and some of our history. Aldersgate Day commemorates John Wesley's experience of 
assurance that God's gift of salvation was, indeed, for him. He said: In the evening I went very 
unwillingly to a society in Aldersgate Street, where one was reading Luther's preface to the 
Epistle to the Romans. About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which 
God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust 
in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given me that He had taken away 
my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death.  

I know some would like to go back to church sooner, and others still would rather we hold off 
longer. If the weekend of May 24, for any reason, turns out to be too soon because of a 
setback, we can adjust. Some folks have repeatedly asked whether or not they would get in 
trouble with me if they have been holding services all along. Please know my capacity and 
desire to "police" this is at the bottom of my to-do list. At the end of the day, my task is to offer 
and point toward the things that will build up our common life, increase our capacity and help 
pour more life and love into the world. I am ever so grateful for your prayers, support, 
cooperation and trust. We have come a long way, and we have a long way to go. My heart is 
full, and my hat is off to you for your heroic and creative efforts in this unprecedented season 
when we have taken on an uninvited, unwelcome intruder. We have flattened the curve. Now, 
let's crush it. I beg you not to set aside any new, creative approaches to ministry you have 
adopted. You have found a way in the most formidable of circumstances to be the church. 
Thank you. Thanks be to God.  
 
Yours in Christ,  
Gregory V. Palmer  

West Ohio Guidelines and Considerations  



A Second Message from the Bishop 
Return to Public Church Guidelines  

We recognize and accept that life is not going to return to what it was before COVID-19; therefore, how we 
live out our mission as the church will not go back to what we have always known. We will continue to 
change, adapt and develop new ways of being the church.  

Our return to public worship is not, and never should be, based on our own comfort, desires or preferences. 
It is based on our fulfilling God's mission and purpose for us, which is loving God and loving others. We 
believe that we are in a moment of the greatest opportunity for evangelism in recent memory. We have 
abundant opportunities to show those around us, even in the midst of this pandemic, that they are beloved 
children of God and that we love them. That love can be shown concretely through our following the 
practices that will best protect one another from this virus. To be faithful, we are called to be willing to do 
what is best for others, even when it means we must make sacrifices.  

We also recognize that this will not be a one-size-fits-all approach to this startup. Those who are most 
vulnerable (those over 65 and/or with preexisting conditions) are encouraged to be abundantly cautious 
and should not be in crowds at all. Starting up in rural, less-populated areas could very well be different 
than in higher-density population centers. However, all of our congregations and leaders should be 
aware of and follow the following guidelines.  

Suggested Guidelines and Considerations:  

1. We will follow the directives and recommendations/orders of Gov. Mike DeWine, Dr. Amy Acton and 
the Centers for Disease Control. This includes the wearing of masks, safe distancing, size of gathering 
limitations and so forth.  

2. We will follow the phased-in restart plan being presented by the governor and health officials.  

a. Phase 1 - No more than 10 people gathering in one place with strict distancing guidelines.  

b. Phase 2 - No more than 50 people gathering in one place with moderate distancing guidelines  

c. Phase 3 - No limitations on number of people.  

3. Any person entering worship in any of the above phases must be asymptomatic. Until Phase 3, masks 
should be worn by all clergy and laity while in the building.  

4. Each congregation should check with their own insurance company regarding liability on reopening too 
soon. What would happen if we opened before our state, local, health and denominational authorities 
declared it safe to gather in large groups and someone became ill after being exposed to COVID-19 in our 
worship service?  

5. In this time, all congregations should focus on our mission and purpose and eliminate what does not 
directly support that missional purpose. As we reopen, we cannot do everything we were doing pre-
pandemic.  

 
6. Worship Guidelines:  

 
a. When allowed to start public worship, the above phased-in plan should be strictly followed (see #2).  

b. Safe distancing should be practiced in all seating. This may mean adding more worship 
opportunities when the number of worshipers exceeds the gathering limitations.  

c. Following the guidelines for safe distancing, we should greet one another in ways that 
acknowledges each other without physically touching. To help make this easier, our 
recommendation is to avoid the tradition of passing the peace as a part of our worship.  



d. The pastor and leaders must be examples, so, therefore, must follow these guidelines. This means that 
as the pastor greets those in attendance, they must do so while maintaining safe distances and without 
physically touching the person they are greeting. The pastor must maintain the safe-distancing guidelines 
and precautions.  

e. There should be no coffee hour or fellowship times before or after worship where it is difficult to maintain 
safe distancing.  

f. We must think through how to celebrate the sacraments, baptism and communion, and remain safe.  

g. Every effort should be made to create a place for members to drop their offering into a container that will 
allow them to follow safety standards. Offering plates should not be passed from person to person.  

h. Until Phase 3, worship services should be shortened in duration to reduce the exposure to a crowd. 
Children's school offerings should be suspended until Phase 3. All other small-group offerings should only 
be held where all safe-distancing guidelines, including the use of masks, can be practiced. Opportunities to 
have online Bible studies and online children's Sunday school should continue to be investigated and 
developed.  

i. Until Phase 3, singing and responsive reading should not be used in liturgy. Because viruses can survive 
on paper and hard surfaces for hours, the use of hymnals and pew Bibles is discouraged. Consider 
removing all hymnals, Bibles and papers from the pews in the settings where multiple services will occur in 
the same space on the same day. Use of projector systems to display the words and text is strongly 
encouraged.  

j. Bulletins should not be handed out. Use projector systems, social media, websites and other media 
for announcements and communications.  

k. We should not offer child care or Sunday school for children until Phase 3 of the reopening.  

l. Restroom capacities that allow safe distancing must be thought through and posted. For example, if the 
restroom has four stalls, the capacity should be reduced to two people in the restroom at a time. Consider 
having a team to clean the handles of the restrooms after each use.  

m. We must rethink how to deploy greeters in order to maintain safe distancing. Doors should be propped 
open to limit the number of times they are touched.  

n. Every effort should be made to keep accurate attendance records in case contact tracing needs to be 
done.  

o. We must remember that even smaller groups (10 or fewer) must be aware of space/distance. Room 
size and ratio are important to consider when reopening buildings.  

7. We must be prepared to clean and disinfect thoroughly all spaces used by people after every use. This 
includes, but is not limited to, door handles, light switches, pews/seats, tables, countertops and any other 
surface that is touched by adults or children throughout the building. Hand sanitizers and wipes should be 
readily available in all areas that are open for use: sanctuaries, restrooms, hallways, church office.  

8. Communication and Media Considerations:  

a. Continue to offer "low-tech" communication to members and participants who are not confident online, or 
where internet is unreliable.  

i. Regular and numerous phone calls  

ii. Stephen Ministers, or other caregivers, trained to provide care to individuals and families.  

iii. Utilize regular letters and other print media.  



b. Every effort should be made to expand the online resources offered. We have a wonderful opportunity to 
connect to people with whom we may never have connected before, but we must be easily found. Please 
remember, once we reach Phase 3, there will still be people who are unable or uncomfortable to return to 
public worship. They are still to be cared for; therefore, we should continue with an online option.  

c. Actively teach members of your church to use Zoom or other communication/meeting online 
resources.  

d. We must develop more effective ways to talk to our folks about giving and be able to offer multiple 
ways for members and participants to give to the church.  

9. Develop new partnerships and connections with colleagues and other churches in your area and our 
connection.  

10. Self-Care, Pace, Boundaries:  

a. Pastors, staff and leaders will be watched closely in all times, but especially in times like this. We must 
lead by example.  

b. Pastors, staff and leaders must realize we are in this for the long haul, rather than rising to meet an 
emergency/crisis.  

c. Pastors, staff and leaders must model healthy boundaries (regular times to unplug, regular days off, 
ability to unplug, etc.).  

d. Pastors, staff and leaders must tend to their own mental, emotional and spiritual needs.  

e. Those leaders insured through the conference insurance plan should make use of the employee 
assistance program, or other counselors, spiritual directors and/or coaches.  

f. Pastors, staff and leaders must intentionally connect with colleagues.  

Leaders will be looked to as examples of how we expect our followers to act. Therefore, it is vitally 
important for our leaders to follow these guidelines. This gives to us the opportunity to show compassion to 
our neighbors by maintaining healthy distances and proactive behaviors that will limit the exposure of 
others to this dangerous virus. The decisions we make must be based on our mission of loving God and 
loving others  

 

 “Lord I Hate Buttermilk” 

A visiting Priest was attending a men’s breakfast in Ohio farm country. He asked one of the 

impressive older farmers in attendance to say grace that morning. After all were seated, the 

older farmer began:    “Lord, I hate buttermilk.” 

The Priest opened one eye and wondered to himself where this was going. Then the farmer 

loudly proclaimed, “Lord, I hate lard. Now the Priest was overly worried. However, without missing a beat, the farmer prayed 

on, “And Lord, you know I don’t care much for raw white flour.”Just as the Priest was ready to stand and stop everything, the 

farmer continued, “But Lord, when you mix ‘em all together and bake ‘em up, I do love fresh biscuits.”“So Lord, when things 

come up we don’t like, when life gets hard, when we just don’t understand what you are saying to us, we just need to relax 

and wait ‘till You are done mixing, and probably it will be something even better than biscuits.”    Amen!      (submitted by 

Floyd Millikin) 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
    

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
*Jim Hern 
*Ed & Gayle 
Durst 

 
 

2 
 

3 
Sunday School 
9:45am 
Worship 11:00am 

Dollar 
Day for 

the Troops 

 

4 
 
 
 
 
*Chuck & Elaine 
Craynon 
 
 

5 
 
 
 
*Lucille 
Gunstream 

6 
 
 
 
 

 

7 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 

9 
 
 
 

 

10 
Sunday School 
9:45am 
Worship 11:00am 

 
*Megan Smith 
Mother’s 

Day 

11 
 
 
*Terry & Becky 
Shoe 

12 
 

 

 

13 
 

 
 

14 
 

 
 
 

 

15 

 
 
 
*Glenn & Mary 
Ann 
Puterbaugh 

16 

17 
Sunday School 
9:45am 
Worship 11:00am 
 
 
 

*Carol Keck 
*Sanghee Rhie 

18 19 
 

 
 
 
 

20 
 
 
 

21 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
*Curt & Christian 
Iverson 
 

24 
Sunday School 
9:45am 
Worship 11:00am  
 

31 
Sunday School 
9:45am 
Worship 11:00am  
 
*Roseanna 
Bogan 

25 
 
Memorial 

Day 
 
 
 
 
 
*Adam Mintz 

26 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Hayes & Mickey 
Johnston 

 
 

28 
 
 
 
 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Scott Mintz 
 

30 
 
 
 
 



 


